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Leigh Poskett plays against
Maasai Warriors on cricket tour
in Kenya

8:30am Saturday 8th October 2011

LEIGH and Emily Poskett enjoyed a cricket tour

with a difference in Kenya.

Former Uley player Leigh, from Cam, was playing

for Dar Es Salaam International against a team

of Maasai Warriors wearing full tribal dress in

front of a crowd of buffalo, impala and warthog,

while his wife Emily, who grew up in Coaley, did

the scoring.

The couple also took a pile of kit donated by

Coaley Cricket Club to enable the game to be

spread to another school in another village and

inspire further generations of Maasai to take up

the sport.

They are now based in Dar Es Salaam in

Tanzania with their two-year-old son Freddie due

to Emily’s job with the UK Government

Department For International Development

(DFID), but Leigh continues to play cricket for a

team of ex-Pats there.

The Maasai Warriors are the brainchild of Aliya

Bauer, a South African based in the area who

missed cricket and started training the locals.

However, the Warriors have received little

support from Cricket Kenya, and limited match

exposure; their 25-over match against Dar Es

Salaam International was their longest to date.

The Warriors were all out for 89 in the final over,

and the tourists reached their target with two

wickets and two overs to spare, with Leigh top
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scoring with 21.

“It was a close run game,” he said. “What the

Warriors lacked in experience, they made up for

in agility and speed, and they have obviously

been well coached and have a passion for the

game.”

This unique opportunity to play in the foothills of

Mount Kenya came about when Leigh and Emily

saw a piece on the Maasai Cricket Warriors on

BBC World News and got in touch with Bauer

through their facebook page.

Emily said: “Playing against the inspirational

Maasai Cricket Warriors in this amazing setting is

really a dream come true and it wasn’t hard to

organise.

“It was amazing. We got a mini bus pick up and

the Maasai were singing all the way to the pitch.

It was good fun getting to know them.

“They were really grateful for the match

exposure, they could bat and bowl, and they

were young and fit, but they didn’t know much

about tactics.”

The day after the game, the team had the

chance to visit the Maasai in their home turf and

witness some of the challenges that they face in

day to day life.

The village is some two hours from the nearest

town and access to transport, health care and

sanitation is poor.

Some of the players now have ambitions to play

at a higher level and with the opening of a

cricket academy in Mombasa their dreams could

one day become reality.

For more information on the Maasai Warriors or

to make a donation visit

www.indiegogo.com/Maasai-Cricket-Warriors-

From-Kenya
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